Expedition Bethlehem: Joseph’s response
Luke 2:1-7



Christmas is God’s expedition toward us
and God'’s invitation to us.



Outline of Luke 2:1-7:
A. Background (2:1-3)
B. Bethlehem (2:4-5)
C. Birth (2:6-7)



Outline of Luke 2:1-7:
A. Background (2:1-3)



Ancient descriptions of Augustus:

“Divine Augustus Caesar, son of a god,
iImperator of land and sea, the benefactor
and savior of the whole world.”

“the divine savior who has brought
peace to the world.”




Outline of Luke 2:1-7:
A. Background (2:1-3)
B. Bethlehem (2:4-5)




1 Samuel 17:12a
Now David was the son of an Ephrathite
of Bethlehem in Judah, named

Jesse, who had eight sons.




Outline of Luke 2:1-7:
A. Background (2:1-3)
B. Bethlehem (2:4-5)
C. Birth (2:6-7)



"Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place
in this way. When his mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph, before they
came together she was found to be with
child from the Holy Spirit.




“And her husband Joseph, being a just
man and unwilling to put her to shame,
resolved to divorce her quietly.



“But as he considered these things,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him Iin a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your
wife, for that which Is conceived In her is
from the Holy Spirit.




“She will bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.” “All this took place to
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet:




“"Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and they shall call his name
Immanuel” (which means, God with us).
“When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as
the angel of the Lord commanded him: he
took his wife,




“but knew her not until she had given birth
to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

Matthew 1:18-25




Joseph’s surrender shows us the Savior.
Our surrender shows others the Savior.



Our surrender shows others the Savior.
A. The Savior is not surprised.



‘But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are
too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who
IS to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth
Is from of old, from ancient days.




*‘And he shall stand and shepherd his
flock In the strength of the Lord, in the
majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he
shall be great to the ends of the earth.

Micah 5:2, 4



God is in control of these events. Bethlehem
may be a little town and the baby may have
a humble birth, but God’s presence behind
the birth makes this event one of the
greatest in all history.

— Darrell L. Bock



Our surrender shows others the Savior.
A. The Savior is not surprised.
B. The Savior is supreme.
C. The Savior surrendered too.



And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and
laid him In a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.

Luke 2:7



Then he took it down and wrapped it in
a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb
cut in stone, where no one had ever
vet been laid.

Luke 23:53



From beginning to end, the life of Jesus
was wrapped in surrender.




yy 7/

“Christ Jesus...” ‘but made himself
nothing, taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. "And
being found in human form, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even death on a cross.




"Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above
every hame, 'so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth,




"and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.

Philippians 2:7-11



Christmas is God’s expedition toward us
and God’s invitation to us.
Our surrender shows others the Savior.
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